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MANY CIVIC IMPROVEMENTS FOR WASHINGTON IN PROSPECT: -
ART GALLERY, SCIENCE BUILDING AND OTHER GIFTS IN SIGHT

MEMORIALS ALSO .
AMONG ADDITIONS

PROMISED IN 1923

Freer Gallery, Chamber of Commerce, Wash-

ington Auditorium,

Academy of Science

Headguarters, Ericsson, Titanic and Meade
Memorials All Among Betterments For Citv

in Near Future—Several Near Completion.

By LEE SOMERS.
S whole business of civic improvement is largely

relative.

In Hocusville, Ind., for instance, they are

still talking about the new public library they put up
fn 1894, and the tinkering that was done on the steeple of

the Methodist Churech in 1908.

If Hez Harkins paints his

fence, that's a big step toward a bigger, busier and better

Hocusville in 1923.

As one steps out into larger
towns—like Defiance, Ohio,
Butte, Montana — one expects
more. And in the big towns like
New York they eternally
blasting out twenty-story build-
Ings to make room for buildings
forty stories high. You go pasta
vacant lot in the morning; in
the evening they're throwing out

tenants because they won't pay
the increased rent.

However, we In Washington
may not realize just how fortu-
mate we are in the way of civic
improvements. It is a safe bet
that more new public buildings
are going up here in the next
few years—starts on them hav-
ing already been made—than in
any city itwice Washington's size
in the United States.
CONSIDER BOSTON.

Take Boston, for instance.
there they've built the custom
house tower and a dental infir-
mary in the last ten yvears. That's
about all, in the way of real,
sure-enough public buildings.
Down here, just as soon us they
can be finished, we are going to
have a whole flock of new build-
inge—a new art gallery, & na-
tional headquarters for arts and
sclences, a new home for the
United States Chamber of Com-
merce, and several oithers, as well
as many statues 1o add to the
present tremendous number.

Of course, there's a reason for
all this. Washington is pre.emi-
nently a national center, amd it
can draw on the entire nation
as no other city can. Its streets
may be badly paved, or not paved
at all; its schools may he inade-
quate, and Its tcachers poorly
pald: Congress and the direc.or
of the budget may dole out funds
In so parsimonious a manner that
Washington is placed perennially
in the role of a grown-up Oliver

and

are

Up

Twist. But Washington, in spite
of these drawbacks, Is probably
the most beautiful city in the

United States; it has a wonderful
group of public and semi-public
bulldings: and is constantly add.
Ing to the number.
Sometimes Washingtonians

think that slow progress is belng .

made in the execution of the Me-
Millan plan for beautifying the
eity. The progress perhaps is
slow, from year to year. but some
really wonderful sirides have
been taken in the last ten vears.
The most conspicuous hetterment
in that time, of course, i3 the
Lincoln Memorial, but that would
be something for most cities to
crow over for a decade, Here we
accept it almost as a matter of
course.

Bilue Everybody’'s
Favorite Color?

LUE is the favorite color of

both men and women accord-
ing to Dr. Thaddeus L. Bolton,
professor of phychology at Tem-
ple University, who has made a
research study of colors,

Blue and vyellow and black
and yellow are the most popular
combinations of both sexes, with
violet a favorite from the time
of the immemorial as the royal
color, Dr. Bolton says.

Sticks to Babies
and New Husband

BANTA HARBARA, Cal, Dec. 30,
RB. OBCAR E. CHORMICLE
was forced to choose be.
tween her first husband and her
second husband and two babies,
She took the bables and her
present husband, Osoar B. Chor
micle. whom she marvied here in
T fter Willam L. Fisher, the
husband, had been cone

tvo ears and had beam given

up for dead. Fisher eame baock
recently,

The great Washington cathedral
will be years in bullding, but there
is great beauty and magnlric.eﬂce

in what has already been accom-
plished. The flying buttresses are
very rare, if not unique, In Amer-
ica; certainly, there is nothing of
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building, is in no way backed by

the sort so imposing elsewhere,
It is fitting, at the® dawn of the

new vear, to take a glance ahead

at what Washington will become.

Not a long look—merely a peep
into the immediate future. One
might go into the great plan for

an aquatic garden out by the lily
ponds in the northeast; one might
discuss the park development proj-
ects as a whole, some of them,
at least, rather fantastic. But &
great deal is in immediate pros-
pect; work is already underway,
or nearing completion on a num-
ber of these projects,

The new building of the Cham-
ber of Commerce of the United
States will be located at Connecti-
cut avenue and H streets. The
site s spavious and convenient,
and work has been under way for
several months., This building will

house all the activities of the
chamber, and it will be ready
almost before we know it. It will

add much to the attractiveness of
Lafayette Square, already one of
the beauty spots of Washington,
and a park with a charm and dis-
tinction all its own.

Then there is the Washinglon
Auditorium, which will be com-
pleted with the next few
months. This gigantic emterprise,

AMERICAN EXPERT DESCRIBES PERIL OF WAR

How a Handful of Men
Rid the Tuxpam Oil
Regions of the Yel-
low Fever Plague.

HAT the life of a sanitation
T expert s no less dangerous

than that of a soldier at the
front is the assertion of John A.
Gallagher, recently returned to
New York from Mexico, where he
and a handful of Amerlcans rid
the Tuxpam oil regions of the
yvellow fever plague.

Gallagher {8 a veteran of the
American punitive expedition Into
Mexico and the world war. Dur-
ing the latter he was a membher
of the First Division's Sixth Field
Artillery and was cited for
bravery.

Gallagher yesterday told how
his party overcame a variety of
obstacles, finally winning victory,
but not before one of the dread
diseasea which he fought had
scored upon him wseven times,
finally leaving Mm In such a
wenkened condition that he was
forced to return homa. He salds

“In August of 1000 I was &»

ch'dtn.o-? T went

OP, courtyard of the Freer Art Gallery; center, left to right, new building of the United States Chamber of Com.-
merce, Meade Memorial, and Ericsson Memorial. Below, National Academy of Bciences building.
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the Chamber of Comme:rce

like

the Federal Government; It s,
indeed, a purely local under-
taking, sponsored by businecs

men who want to give Washing.
ton the facilities it needs for
holding great conventions. Its
site, near the new Interior De.

to Mexico for the Texas Oil Com-
pany as plumbing and sanitation
supervisor. Soon after my arrival
there an epidemic of vellow fever
broke out in the oil regions and

J. A. La Prince, senior sanitation
engineer of the 1'nited States
Public Health Service, organized
A commission to rid the district

of mosquitoes and use other sani-
tary methods to fight the pes-
tilence,

VOLUNTEERED FOR WORK,

“A few other Americans and
myself volunteered for the work.
We worked under the Associated
Ofl Ménngern. I was made chief
sanitary inspector of the Tamplieco
aren.

“The commission had been at
work but six months when the oil
managera shut down the oil fields.
They found they could not sell
their oil In the United States at a
profit by reason of the enormous
tax that the Mexican government
placed on exportation.

“The work of the commission
did not cease, however, as we wore
taken over by the Rockefeller
Foundation. Dr. Emmett 1. Vaugh.
who directs the work of the Foun-
dation fn Owmtral America, came

partment building, s almost in
the heart of Governmental activi
tiem and readily accesslble to the
business section.

FREER OPENING SOON.

The Freer Gallery of Art is
practically completed and an-
nouncement of the date of open-

up, looked things over and con-
tinued the work.

“At that time there was an out-
break in the Tuxpam region and

I was sent there in charge of the
work. I was made chief sanitary
inspector of the Tuxpam and
Papantia areas. The work was
completed in October of 1021, and
I resigned from the Rockefeller
Foundation to enter the hotel busl-
ness at Puerto de Mexico, selling
out and starting back for the
States about two months ago.”"

Gallagher displayed numerous
records he had kept of his work
in Mexico. Among his papers was
a <lipping  from the Tampico
Tribune, telling of an interesting
sacrifice made by him and two
other Americans in the Interest of
sclence.

It had been the popular concep-
tion, according to the article, that
a man could go into an jnfected
town between the hours of 10
10 o'clock In the morning and 2
o'clock in the afternoon and not be
bitten by an infected mosquito
This mistaken Idea, according to
Gallagher, had its foundation In

France, and many countries base people. Of courss, they did not Where water

ing may be expected shortly. It

has been under consideration for

several years., It stands south
of the Mall, near the Smithsonian
Institution, and will probably be
of greater general Interest than
either of the other structures
mentioned, since it will house the

their quarantine regulations on the
assumption that it is true.

Two large cagel were con-
structed, one of cheesecloth and
the other of fine screening. Into
these were put a number of yellow
fever mosquitos hatoged by J, A.
Corrigan, & member of the com-
mission. Gallagher, Corrigan and
La Prince shortly before 11 o'clock
entered the cages and allowed the
pests to feast on their bare legs
and arms.

The article declared that Gal-
lagher was bitten twan’y-six times
on the left leg. The cages were
then sealed. Two days later they
re-entered the cage. They were
in it bt a short time when the
pests again began to feast on their
limbs. Mr. La Prince Is quoted
as saying:

“We feegl that we have demon-
strated the falsity of the idea."

Gallagher's brigade was mostly
composed of Mexicans. He said:

“Theyv resented our telling them
what to do. In quarantined arcas
we had to go into homes, search
for stagnant water and sort ' of
turn things topsy turvy for those

Freer Gallery, founded by Charles
L. Freer and presented by him
to the nation. This is one unit
of the National Gallery of Art,
administered by the Smithsonian
Institution.

The bullding is located accord-
ing to a comprehensive scheme

like that. Two of our men were
woundegl by rifle bullets that
greeted them when they attempted
to enter homes.

“Many of the others were bitten

by dogs. We had this trouble
mainly with the peons., The think-
ing Mexican realized what we

were endeavoring to do and gave
us every ald.

“One of our principal troubles
were false alarms. There were
many native doctors who would
declare malaria cases to be yellow
fever, so they could quarantine a

town., When a town Is under
qllamﬁinp no one can leave |
without getting a certificate from
the d:)rim'. The certificatea cost

five pesos each.”

Gallagher sald that it was nec-
essary to Inspect every home in
the area every elght days, besides
lpoking for stagnant water out-
doors. The fact that the people
depend solely upon ralnwater for
all uses made marters more diffi-
cult, for durving the dey s=pell, he
sald, often | ioar mtand
Ing in containers for weeks at a
time.

they

was Dbelng, used

ALL AMERICA AIDS = .
IN MAKING CAPITAL

CENTER OF BEAUTY,

Organizations of National Scope Tend to Put |
Up Buildings Heré, and to Carry On Bulk of
Their Activities From Washington-Eventual
Working OQut of McMillan Plan Will Makc
This a Wonderful City-Progress Rapid.

for rmtorlng the original plan of
the park space connecting the
Capitol with the White House.

It cost approximately $1,500,000.
It was designed by Charles A.
Platt and is in the Itallan Renals-
aance style. The dimensions are
228 by 185 feet, and there s =a
beautiful interior court open to
the sky. The court is sixty feet
square, exclusive of the loggias
surrounding it. The gray granite

of which the building is con-
structed came from Milford,
Mass., and the court is of Ten-

nessee marble, The floors of the
galleries and corridors on the
main floor are entirely of marble.

The collections consist largely

ol  =mall objects, therefore the

vxhibition space on the walls is

kept low. Among the works to
this

paintings, 35

he housed in gallery ace

60 oil pastels, 45

water colors, 100 drawings and
00 etchings and lihographs b
Whistler;

bronze by 8t,

two studies cast in

Gaudens, originally

mrojected for the entrance to the

Boston public library: more than

135 Jap
400 Japanese pic-
36 Chinese tapestries, 700
(‘hinese, Japanese and Korean
bronzes, and great numbers of
“pecimens of pottery, jade, ete.

The National Academy of Seci
vnees  will have & national
headquarters on the site at B, O,
Twenty-first and Twenty-second
streets northwest. Plans for the
building have been approved and
funds are available for construc-
tion.

ARCHIVES IN PERIL.

The recent Treasury fires and
the robbery of the mint in Denver
have called attention to the need
not only of better guarding the
Treasury funds, but of an arch-
ives bullding in this ecity. It has
been asserted on good authority
that modern cracksmen could

1.000 Chinese paintin gs,
anese screens,

tures,
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ON MEXICAN MOSQUITOES

Volunteerin Campaign
to Exterminate Pests
Almost Gave His Life
in the Venture.

for drinking purposeg, members
of the brigade, he id, would
strain it through a gauze to sepa-
rate the larvae from the water.,
The work of cleaning up the oil
fields was made even more Aiffi-
cult, he said, by the fact that It
takes from six to twelve days
for the fever to break out aftera
person has been bitten. by a mos.
quito. During that time, he maid,
o oman may travel from the Isth.
mus of Tehuantepee, where the
fever is prevalent, to the Tuxpam
or Tampico region and then spread
the disease anew.

The prinéipal weapons of the
brigade, according to Gallagher
are water sprinklers, filled with

petroleum, to be spread on stag-
nant waters.

Gallagher said that seven times,
he was ill with black water na
laria. He sald every member of

the brigade was (Il at some time
or another with malaria.

make short work of most of the
defenses against their skill. N
doubt that condition will be reme
died shortly, but perhaps an eve
greater need exists for immediat
construction of an archives build.
ing, since some of the most impor-
tant documents of the Governmen
are now housed in temporary and
unsubstantial structures. The need |
is generally admitted, but as yet
Congress has done nothing. Prob-
ably nothing will be done untf
some valuable records are irre
ocably lost. ‘Then, the horse ha
ing been stolen, the stable do
wili be duly and carefully locked.
The buildings under constr
tion do not, however, include

the public Iimprovements t
Washington will witness in th!
and the next few years. For In
stance, 75 per cent of the land
needed for the Rock Creek park-
way has been acquired, and the
large projected developmnts in this
part of the city will probably be
under way before long.

BURKE MEMORIAL.

The Edmund Burke memorial, a
.Aft by the Sulgrave Institution
~a8 recently dedicated, but the
permanent pedesial is not vet i
uce. The statue js a replica o'
-he one at Bristol, England, Ths
Lincoln statue by Lot Flannen
who died a few days ago, has be-n |
‘“placed in its former location, but
 kewigse lacks a permanent pd-
stal.

Then there Is the Titanic
\demorial, the work of Mrs.
Harry Payne Whitney, which will
have a place of honor at the foot
of New Hampshire avenue, near
I street; the Meade Memoria’
gift of the State of Pennsylvs e
in the Botanic Garden grounl .
and the Ericeson Memorial, which
will cost $60,000, and which wi!
stand in West Potomac Park, 650
feet west of the Lincoln Memoria)
Congress appropriated $35,000 ane. .
vcitizens of Scandinavian descen
have given $25.000 more.
GREAT STRIDES MADE,

All this represents good pn
reas toward making Washing
the nation’s most beautiful cf *
We who live here are more o
scious of its defects, perhaps, tl
of its unique advantages. But
one who comes to Washing
after an absence of five or

1

vears, the changes appear gr
indeed. The MeMillan plan
making better headway than
realize,

“No living person can foree 1

or even imagine the future of
United States,” savs the repo
of the National Commission
Fine Arts. "The utmost one ct
do is to build as wisely and .

adequately as his limited vish
will permit. No plan is final &
a0 far as comprehensiveness |
concerned. No plan will be lar;

enough for the future. The aph
that should animate every perss
who has to do with the dew
ment of Washington should be
of modesty as to his achi
ments, and of optimism for
future.”

Preacher Passes .
Hat On Rotarian

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. @)
HE Rev, W. K. Guthrie, D 'D.
outdid the blind man whe
hat in hand, he paraded the lob!
of the Palace Hotel and took P
collection.

The money was not for himsel
but for the Travelers' Ald. 1
Guthrie had just explained to hi
fellow-Rotarlans at luncheon ‘ha
the wealthy directors of the alc
society had levied an assessmen
of $100 on each member In order
to clear up the finances in an
ticipation of the Community Ch
plan,

Honey, Age 60, Weds
Widow Honey, Age

MITCHELL, Ontarlo, Dec. 3

Willlam Honey buzzed over
home of Mrs, Ada Honey, a
ow, and by droning the old

story, prevalled upon her
his queen.

Honey is more tha  sixt?
old and Mra. Honey s ™
After a whort honeymoon

will reside hers,



